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Visual Search Future Mapped by MetaCarta
by Bette Brunelle, Affiliate Analyst - Clifton Park, New York

MetaCarta announced the release of Geolntel for Petroleum, a vertical
geographic search engine intended for the energy industry. This type of
search technology is a good model for many other types of future search
systems.

Important Details: MetaCarta, a geographic and text search service which allows
one to find content about a place and view the results on a map, recently announced
the release of Geolntel for Petroleum. Geolntel for Petroleum is a vertical
geographic search engine intended for the energy industry, and consists of
thousands of open source documents and web sites which are linked to from the
Geolntel search. The site provides a simple search box with the option to enter a
geographic location - a search can be initiated from either or both areas. Results are
presented in a split-screen format with text on the left and a map on the right.
Manipulations on either side of the screen affect the other, and a search can be
narrowed and refined through manipulation of the map.

Implications: A simple description of MetaCarta’s software, which is in use by the
large energy companies and many government agencies, does not really convey the
power of the visual, geographic element added to a search - as with Google Earth,
you have to experience a few examples to get it - and then the mind races with
extrapolations to a wide variety of circumstances. Geolntel is intended to be
demonstrated like this, and when it is it shows the interplay between text and
geographic search and the various ways in which the map can be used to
manipulate and refine a search in which a geographical element is important.
Certainly something as simple as seeing international news with an immediate visual
orientation to where an event is occurring would expand our understanding of the
world.

But the remarkable thing is not the application so much as the concept that textual
ideas are made concrete in a graphical format, which can then be manipulated to
fine tune the text search. Whether you imagine a huge multinational corporation
managing teams by a combination of personnel files and office locations, or a
physician working through evidence by manipulating an atlas of a body, perhaps
along with dragging and dropping procedures or medications, the idea of using
concrete, immediately understandable visual elements to move efficiently through
text is immensely appealing and adds a dimension to the search experience which
resembles gaming and fun. Its hard to believe that the long-term future for many
kinds of search won't be oriented towards such a technology.
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"Outsell estimates that the
overall market for web
traffic measurement is
approximately $198
million. All suppliers are
not equal in their
approach, and demand will
continue to be robust."

Louise Garnett, Vice
President & Lead Analyst
Web Traffic Measurement

"Benchmarking is vital, yet
Outsell's research
indicates that only about
one-third of corporate and
government information
management (IM)
functions conduct such
studies. Information
managers who face
challenges such as
electronic resource
management, outsourcing,
changing user
expectations, and
managing content
portfolios will benefit from
comparing their plans
and processes with those
of other information
professionals."

Karen Wilson, Director,
Market Analyst
Information Management
Best Practices:
Benchmarking ToolKit

Insights provides timely expert analysis of events, data, and trends affecting the information industry. It is available by e-mail, RSS

feed, and as part of our database of information industry metrics and analysis.

file://C:\Documents and Settings\Work\Local Settings\Temporary Internet FilesS\OLKDF\...

8/20/2007



Outsell/EPS Insights: Visual Search Future Mapped by MetaCarta Page 2 of 2

Redistribution: Insights is an annual subscription service. Individual subscribers subscribe for their own use and may not distribute,
disseminate, disclose, or otherwise make use of the information herein without permission. Company subscribers may distribute
content freely within their companies, agencies, and institutions, but not to persons outside their organizations without permission.

Subscriptions: For more information about subscriptions to Insights visit http://www.outsellinc.com/contact_us/insights_trial

Insights is $495 for an individual subscription for a single reader. It is $2,900 for a company subscription, which includes the right to
redistribute to any number of readers within your company/institution. Other subscription plans and services include access to
additional databases of company profiles, market size and share data, and data about information markets and users. For more
information contact us at info@outsellinc.com or 650-342-6060.

Outsell is the only worldwide market research and consulting company that delivers must-have intelligence and advice to publishers
and information providers. We analyze markets, companies, and trends, and provide fact-based recommendations for high-level
executives and product development, marketing, and strategy teams. In addition, we work with information managers to benchmark
spending and demonstrate best practices. Outsell invests significantly in original research each year to guide clients in optimizing their
strategies, plans, and performance.

The information, analysis, and opinions (the "Content") contained herein are based on the qualitative and quantitative research
methods of Outsell, Inc. and its staff's extensive professional expertise in the industry. Outsell has used its best efforts and judgment
in the compilation and presentation of the Content and to ensure to the best of its ability that the Content is accurate as of the date
published. However, the industry information covered by this report is subject to rapid change. Outsell makes no representations or
warranties, express or implied, concerning or relating to the accuracy of the Content in this report and Outsell assumes no liability
related to claims concerning the Content of this report.
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